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JOHN SINGER SARGENT: A CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION AT BOSTON. 


‘“SIMPLON PASS: THE LESSON,’’ A WATER-COLOUR DRAWN IN THE ALPS ‘““ \TLAS AND THE HESPERIDES ’’ IS ONE OF THE CEILING 
SELF-PORTRAIT AT THE AGE OF TWENTY-ONE BY IN I9I1I. THE PAINTER SHOWN IS SARGENT’S SISTER. MOST OF THE WORKS DECORATIONS PAINTED BY SARGENT FOR THE MAIN 
JOHN SINGER SARGENT, WHO WAS BORN IN FLORENCE ILLUSTRATED ON THIS PAGE HAVE BEEN SHOWN AT A CENTENNIAL STAIRWAY AND HALL OF THE BOSTON MUSEUM OF FINE 
ON JANUARY 12, 1856. (Oil on canvas ; 21 by 16% ins.) EXHIBITION AT THE BOSTON MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS. (15 by 18$ ins.) ARTS IN 1921-25. (Diameter, 5 ft.) 
(Catherine Morison Cooper.) (Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.) - 
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‘* PESTA DELLA REGATTA’’ (PALAZZO BARBARO IN THE BACKGROUND). (Water-colour on paper; “* NONCHALOIRE’’ (1911), IN WHICH THE SITTER WAS SARGENT’S NIECE, ROSE MARIE 
figures and boats, oil on glass; 13% by 19% ins.) (Mrs. Schuyler Owen.) ORMOND. (Oil om canvas ; 26% by 31§ ins.) (National Gallery of Art, Washington.) 


‘“ THE DAUGHTERS OF EDWARD D. BOIT'’ WAS PAINTED IN PARIS IN 1882. “BL JALEO"’ WAS SOLD IN THE PARIS SALON OF 1882 TO THE HON. T. J. COOLIDGE, WHO GAVE IT TO 
IT IS REPRODUCED IN COLOUR IN ‘‘ SARGENT'S BOSTON.”’ (Oil on canvas; MRS. GARDNER IN I914. THIS WORK WAS NOT INCLUDED IN THE BOSTON EXHIBITION, (Oil on canvas; 
874 by 87) ins.) (Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.) 60 by 854 ins.) (/sabella Stewart Gardner Museum.) 


John Singer Sargent was born of American parents in Florence, on January 12, mark the hundredth anniversary of his birth. They have also published an 

1856. He spent most of his life in Europe, with his permanent residence in | _ interesting book, ‘‘ Sargent's Boston,” on this occasion. J. S. Sargent is, perhaps, 

London, where he died in 1925. But Sargent often visited the United States, best known as a portrait painter, but, as the works illustrated above prove, he 

where his closest association was with the city of Boston. It is therefore fitting was also well able to tackle other subjects. During the last ten years of his life 

that the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, should have arranged an exhibition to he undertook the ambitious decorations in the Boston Museum of Fine Arts. 
Photographs reproduced by courtesy, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 











SHOULD imagine that the average citizen of the 
U.S.A. is as tired of being told by well-intentioned 
Britishers what he ought to think as the average 
3ritisher is tired of similar lectures by earnest Americans, 
so I hope no one will imagine from the portentous title 
of this article that I have any soul-searing advice to 
send across the Atlantic. My excuse for writing at all 
about the pictures on this page is a charming letter 
from Seattle, on the Pacific Coast, in which, after 
rebuking me for expressing doubts as to whether Sir 
Francis Drake captured four cases of Ming porcelain 
on the Spanish Main and brought them home as a 
present to his wife—an episode which is apparently 
authenticated by contemporary Spanish documents— 
my correspondent goes on to say that it was exciting 
to see on this page last year a photograph of a young 
woman who “has been a lifelong home companion 
throughout this country.’’ The young woman is the 
bonny girl of the pastel known to all the world as 
“La Belle Chocolatiérve,’’ by Jean-Etienne Liotard 
(1702-89), and I gather that though she is a familiar 
figure in millions of American homes, hardly anyone 
knows anything about her and few have ever heard of 
Liotard. I venture to hope that what follows will 
prove to be as palatable as the brand of cocoa she has 
been serving at American breakfast tables for so 
many years. 

Whether her creator would have approved of her 
emigrating in this manner is beside the point; I am 
inclined to think he would, for he was a man quick 
to adapt himself to changes of environment and, in a 
rather different sense, subscribed to the dictum ‘‘ Sweet 
are the uses of advertisement.’’ He was born in 
Geneva, the son of a Huguenot who took refuge there 
after the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685. 
At a very early age he displayed extraordinary facility 
in drawing so that, though his cautious father was, 
not unnaturally, at first opposed to his adopting so 
chancy a career, there was never any serious opposition. 
After a year or so in Paris, he travelled about, making 








‘LA BELLE CHOCOLATIERE,’ BY JEAN-ETIENNE LIOTARD 
(1702-1789) ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR WORKS IN) THE 
DRESDEN GALLERY, WHICH IS USED AS THE TRADE MARK FOR 
AN AMERICAN BRAND OF COCOA 
(Pastel on parchment ; 32) by 209 ins.) 
frends everywhere. There never was a more restless 
Rome, Constantinople, Vienna, Darmstadt 
Pans. London, Amsterdam ; all these cities Knew him 


and he knew everyone worth knowing In Italy, in 
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By FRANK DAVIS. 


1736, he fell in with a little coterie of wealthy young 
Englishmen doing the Grand Tour, among them the 
future first Lord Bessborough, and the latter invited 
Liotard to join them for a visit to Constantinople. 
They sailed through the A‘gean, calling at various 
delectable islands en route, and when they reached the 
Turkish capital Liotard found himself so much in 
favour that he stayed there five years, grew a beard 
and lived and dressed like a Turk. 

His next move was to Vienna, where once again he 
became a general favourite, did portraits of Maria 
Theresa and of all the best people—and, in addition, 
of ‘‘ La Belle Chocolatiére,’’ which is as well-documented 
a picture as any in the world. It was bought by Count 


: = 
line 
‘ 
A STRIKING SELF-PORTRAIT BY JEAN-ETIENNE 
LIOTARD, THE ARTIST, WHO SPENT SOME YEARS IN 
CONSTANTINOPLE, HAS DRAWN HIMSELF IN TURKISH 
DRESS WHICH OFFSETS HIS IMPOSING BEARD, 


(The Dresden Gallery. Pastel on paper ; 24 by 18} ins.) 


In his article on this page Mr. Davis sends a 
** Message to America’’ by giving some interesting 
facts about the life and work of Jean-Etienne 
Liotard, whose most famous work, “La _ Belle 
Chocolatiére,"’ is well known to American families as a 
symbol on the packages of a most popular brand 
of cocoa. Liotard achieved great success and popu- 
larity during his lifetime—he was for a time the 
favourite Court painter in Paris—-and ‘‘ La Belle 
Chocolatiére’’ has long been one of the most popular 
works in the Dresden Gallery. The Dresden Gallery 
pictures were recently displayed in Berlin, after their 
return to Eastern Germany from Russia. 





\lgarotti, on behalf of Augustus of Saxony, 
King of Poland, on February 3, 1745, for 120 
sequins, and ever since has been in the Royal 
Collection at Dresden. During the last war all 
the pictures in that marvellous collection were 
removed from the Dresden Gallery for safety 
and nothing was heard of them for several years 
until, a few months ago, the Russians announced 
that they were being returned to their original 
home. The other well-known Liotard at Dresden 
is the self-portrait in which he is seen in the 
famous beard, an eccentricity in a clean-shaven 
age which, it is suggested, he flaunted deliber- 
ately as an inexpensive experiment in_ self- 
advertising. The Viennese court regarded him 
as a charming and gifted oddity in con- 
sequence. Had he lived in a wholly hirsute 
age he would, no doubt, have drawn attention 
to himself by buying a razor. In due course, 
however, this restless and, in defiance of the 
proverb, successful, rolling stone was caught 
in the net of matrimony. At the mature age 
of fifty-six he fell in love with a charming 
Dutchwoman who exacted a_ price: the 
sacrifice of the beard They settled in 
Geneva, had several children and lived happily 
ever after. 
My correspondent finally raises this question 
The very close resemblance of the Chocolate Girl to 
the artist's son in the chalk drawing in the Burlington 
House Loan Exhibition {illustrated in these pages on 
\ugust 15, 1953) makes one wonder whether she was 
The answer is provided 


his sister or his mother 





JEAN-ETIFNNE 
MILLIONS OF AMERICANS SEE HER A FAMOUS WORK OF 
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by Count Algarotti himself who wrote “ I have bought 
from the famous Liotard a pastel of about 3 ft. high. 
It represents in profile a young German chambermaid 
carrying a tray on which is a glass of water and a cup 
of chocolate,’’ and he goes on to express the opinion 
that Liotard is ‘‘a Holbein in pastels.’’ There is a 
story, however (for which I can find no confirmation), 
that the girl, because of the portrait, married a count 
soon afterwards—a pleasant Cinderella touch. 

Though Liotard was greatly admired during his 
lifetime, not everyone had the same high opinion of 
him as his numerous clients, both here and abroad, 
or as Count Algarotti. Sir Joshua Reynolds could see 
no virtue in him whatsoever. ‘‘ The only merit in 
Liotard's pictures,’’ he wrote, ‘‘ is neatness, which, as 
a general rule, is the characteristic of a low genius or, 
rather, of no genius at all.’’ Time has not borne out 
this devastating judgment—indeed, many of Sir 
Joshua's criticisms look rather foolish to-day just as, 
I dare say, many of ours will bring a tolerant smile to 
the faces of our descendants ; it may well be that the 
effervescent charm of Liotard was wholly alien to the 
character of the quietly serious first President of the 
Royal Academy ; both in temperament and methods 
the two men were worlds apart, for Liotard had no 
ambition towards the grand manner. He was 
content to catch likenesses in chalks, and in this 
admittedly minor profession we consider him now 
as only one degree less able than, say, Quentin 
de la Tour. 

Apart from Dresden he is seen best at Amsterdam 
where, among several other portraits, is one of Maria, 
Countess of Coventry (one of the Gunning sisters), 
dressed a la Turque, seated on a divan—a very sensitive, 
simple, quiet portrait indeed, not sufficiently flamboyant 
for Sir Joshua’s taste. ‘“‘ The Turk,’’ as everyone 
called him, died just one month before the outbreak 
of the French Revolution at the age of eighty-seven, 
at his house in Geneva, and the Swiss and the whole 
world have every reason to hold him in honour, though 
the praises showered upon him during his lifetime seem 
to us somewhat excessive—but, then, fashionable portrait 
painters, when their name is on everybody's lips, 
generally do attract rather more than their share of 
publicity. Certainly no one now would go as far as 
Count Algarotti in mentioning Liotard in the same 
breath as Holbein; none the less, I venture to hint 
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ta SELLE Cuecetcartiinvr 






GONE POUND WET WEIGHT - 454 GRAMS 


LIOTARD'’S “LA BELLE CHOCOLATIRRE’’ AS 


USED AS A SYMBOI AND TRADE MARK ON A PACKAGE 
OF BAKER'S COCOA, 


that it would be a nice gesture on the part of the 
old-established commercial firm which has adopted 
Liotard’s most famous picture to symbolise their 
product if they gave him credit for having created so 
charming a household favourite throughout the 
United States as “ La Chocolatier 
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AWAITING THE QUEEN'S ARRIVAL AT KADUNA: A GROUND HORNBILL, MASCOT OF TIE 2 poe z age pts ; at anata =* 


TH NIGERIA REGIMENT. ING 77 ee > ¢ } 3 ; . 
4 1E BOWING A LITTLE ASKEW: THE SMALL SON OF FEDERAL JUSTICE JIBOWU PRESENTING 


A BOUQUET TO THE QUEEN AT LAGOS. 








PERFORMING FOR THE OUFEN Al tk KADUNA DURBAR PICK-A-BACK DRUMMERS IN WEARING STRAW BOWLERS AND GAY COSTUMES TRIBFESMEN AT AN EXTREMFLY 
THE NORTHERN REGION COLOURFUI KADUNA CEREMONY, 


TO SEE THE QUEEN: GAY COSTUMES AND PLUMAGE DURING HER MAJESTY’S VISITS TO LAGOS AND THE NORTHERN REGION. 
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IN LUGARD HALL, THE NORTHERN REGION HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, AT KADUNA: THE PREMIER, THE SARDAUNA 
OF SOKOTO, READS THE LOYAL ADDRESS TO THE QUEEN, 


A LOYAL FASHION NOTE FROM THE STREETS OF LAGOS A MAN'S IN THE REPLICA OF A TYPICAL NORTHERN VILLAGE ERECTED ON KADUNA DURBAR GROUND HER MAJESTY 
ROBE, PRINTED WITH PORTRAITS OF THE QUEEN AND THE DUKE WATCHING GIRLS WINNOWING CORN IN DECORATED GOURDS. THERE WAS ALSO A BLACKSMITH IN THE “ VILLAGF.”’ 


CEREMONIAL, FASHION, AND OLD CUSTOM IN NIGERIA: INCIDENTS OF THE QUEEN’S TOUR, AT LAGOS AND KADUNA. 
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GIFTS AND A MEMORIAL, DISASTERS, NEW BRITISH CARRIER FIGHTER. 


PRESENT TO THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM, SOUTH KENSINGTON, FROM THE MALACCA 
MUSEUMS BOARD: THE SKULL OF AN EXTREMELY RARE SPECIES OF BEAKED WHALE. 

This whale, Mesoplodon 

ar stejnegeri, is known only 
from a few specimens 
stranded previously on the 

west coast of America. 

This example was found 
stranded in Malaya. The 

only other museum speci- 

men (a skeleton 18 ft. long) 

= RM gu THE NEW FLAG OF THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CANADA. A GIFT OF THE MEN’S ASSOCIATION, 

IT HAS A ST. GEORGE’S CROSS ON A WHITE GROUND, A GREEN MAPLE LEAF IN EACH QUARTER 
AND THE DIOCESAN ARMS IN THE 

CENTRE. IT WAS FIRST FLOWN AT 

TRINITY MEMORIAL CHURCH, 


MONTREAL, 


yuase sf , 


-Ou siete nf 
Ve Gia. y 














PRESENTED TO GILWELL PARK, THE INTERNATIONAL TRAINING 

CENTRE FOR SCOUTMASTERS, BY THE BOY SCOUTS INTERNATIONAL 

BUREAU : A STAINED-GLASS WINDOW IN MEMORY OF LORD BADEN- 
POWELL, THE FORMER CHIEF SCOUT OF THE WORLD. 


/ 

a 
(ABOVE AND RIGHT.) THE HOLE UNDER THE SCULLERY FLOOR OF THE ROYAL 
OAK HOTEL, YATTENDON, BERKS, IN WHICH A KITCHEN WORKER FELL TO 

HER DEATH WHEN THE FLOOR COLLAPSED ON JANUARY 31. 

On January 31, the floor of the scullery of the Royal Oak Hotel, Yattendon, Berks, collapsed 
into a hole beneath, believed to be an old 60-ft.-deep well. At the same time a Mrs. Faithfull, 
a part-time worker in the hotel, disappeared, and five days later her body was found 


A NEW NAVAL CARRIER-BORNE FIGHTER WHICH HAS MADE A among the débris which had collapsed into the well-shaft. 


SUCCESSFUL FIRST FLIGHT: THE VICKERS-SUPERMARINE N. ITI}, 
IT IS BEING DEVELOPED BY VICKERS-ARMSTRONGS, LTD., AND IS 
POWERED BY TWO ROLLS-ROYCE AVON TURBO-JET ENGINES. 


WHERE FOUR SMALL BOYS, BETWEEN THREE AND FIVE YEARS OLD, FELL THROUGH GIVEN TO THE NATIONAL TRUST BY MR. T, P, FULFORD, OF LAUNCESTON : BOSCASTLE CASTLE, NORTH 
A HOLE IN THE ICE AND WERE DROWNED | A POND AT HEBBURN-ON-TYNE, CO, DURHAM, CORNWALL, LYING BETWEEN THE HEADLANDS OF WILLAPARK AND PENALLY POINT (RIGHT), BOTH 
WITH FIREMEN ON KAFTS TRYING TO RECOVER THE BODIES OF WHICH ARE INCLUDED IN THE GIFT 





